
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Dates 
 
November 10   Luncheon 11:30 a.m. Union 219 
December 8  Coffee  2:00 p.m. Union Atrium 
January 12  Coffee  9:30 a.m. Union 235 
February 14  Coffee  2:00 p.m. Union 235 
March 9       Coffee  9:30 a.m. Union 235 
April 11   Luncheon 11:30 a.m. Union 235  
May 9    Coffee  9:30 a.m. Union 235 
 

President’s Message
I hope all of you are ready for fall 
and winter by the time you read this, 
but as I write it in September, we are 
awaiting several more 90-degree 
days.  Things are also a little hot on 
campus as many of us have been 
trying our best to advocate that all 
emeriti and other retirees should be 
allowed to maintain their email as it 

has always been at ucmo.edu   A proposal being 
considered by the Board of Governors in October will 
also consider ending emeriti access to the campus 
network and its resources.  

 All of us on the UCM Emeriti Association Board deeply 
appreciate all of you who came to the September coffee 
to discuss the Board proposal and then the large number 
of emeriti who explained the challenges and the losses 
they would face if the Board does not vote the proposal 
down.  In my mind it proved how important our 
organization is when advocacy is needed.  I hope that the 
Emeriti Association will continue for many more years. 

A desire which, of course, brings me to strongly 
encourage you to consider being on the Executive Board 
representing all emeriti.  We need to elect new officers 
in November at our Fall Luncheon on 10 November and 
we have a few wonderful possibilities for the ballot.   

 

 

Let me share all the positions for 2022-2024 that are 
open at this point in September: 

●       President 
●       Vice President 
●       Secretary 
●       Treasurer 
●       Social Chairperson 
●       Newsletter Coordinator 
●       Member at Large 
●       Member at Large 

 If you are ready to join the Board, please email me at 
stevenson@ucmo.edu and let me know or ask any 
questions.  We also welcome co-officers sharing a 
position.  We celebrated fourteen new emeriti members 
at the Faculty and Staff Recognition Dinner on 18 
August and more will be identified as the new academic 
year progresses.  Congratulations to each of you if you 
retired in the past year!  Be sure to join us for our coffee 
each month as we visit with each other and often learn 
more about new programs and new reorganization plans 
on campus.  Please join us for the remaining 2022 get-
togethers. 

Looking beyond 2022 into 2023, please check out the 
coffees we have scheduled.  If you have an idea for a 
program at one of our events, send me a suggestion.  
Please stay connected with others and thank you always 
for your years of service!   Joy



 

The Integrative Business Experience: 
A Comprehensive, Hands-on Solution  
By Professor Emerita Mary McCord 

In the Spring of 2004, Drs. Larry Michaelsen and 
Mary McCord began the Integrative Business 
Experience (IBE). During their junior year, Business 
students (some majors require the program) concurrently 
enroll in three junior-level core introductory business 
courses (Marketing, Management, and Finance) along 
with an Entrepreneurship and Community Service 
Practicum course.  The content coverage and many of 
the assignments in the core courses are specifically 
sequenced to support students in organizing and 
managing their business and service ventures.  In other 
words, as the students are creating a startup business, 
their professors are teaching the concepts needed for that 
stage of the business. Students are able to make 
conceptual connections across disciplines because, on an 
ongoing basis, they are using concepts and tools from all 
three core courses to guide their decisions in the 
business and service organizations. 

IBE Program Elements 

1) Students must simultaneously enroll in and be 
responsible for mastering the concepts of three 
introductory junior-level core business courses— 
Management, Marketing, and Finance, plus a three-hour 
Entrepreneurship and Community Service Practicum. 

2)   Students work as an “employee” of a 12- to 25- 
member company that becomes a “laboratory” in which 
they apply concepts from the core business disciplines as 
they engage in two ventures—a start-up business and a 
service project on behalf of a non-profit community 
organization. 

3)   Students spend the first 7 weeks developing a 
business plan for a start-up company whose profits are 
used to finance a hands-on community service project. 
The plan is then presented to a loan review committee 
(Equity Bank officers and local entrepreneurs) to obtain 
the capital (real money up to $5,000) needed to 
implement their plan.  THIS IS A LOAN, not a gift, and 
not backed by UCM.  If the students’ plan is not up to 
par, they are denied the loan. 

4)    Students implement their business plan and service 
plan.  They have 7-8 weeks to do enough business to pay  

 

off their loan and expenses and generate enough profit to 
finance their service work, plus concurrently create and 
implement a service project that has a lasting impact for 
their charity and community. 

5)    Students create a program “resume” that contains 
reflections on their experience and includes a set of 
“artifacts” that will enable them to communicate their 
learnings to potential employers. 

IBE Program Outcomes 

During Mary McCord’s involvement from 2004 to 2021, 
1,989 students participated in IBE. These students 
formed and managed 921 remarkably successful 
companies. During that time, IBE student businesses 
received $178,076 in loans, have generated a total 
revenue of $723,294 and a total net profit of $419,354 
(all of which has gone to local community service 
organizations). In addition, these community 
organizations have benefited from 27,082 hours of 
community service rendered in IBE student-organized 
activities and projects.  Dr. McCord is very thankful to 
the Management Department and Dr. J. Brandhorst for 
continuing the IBE legacy.  Since Dr. Brandhorst took 
over the program, 2,061 IBE students have given 
$426,176 and 27,602 service hours to our local 
community. 

  

 



 

Congratulations 
John Hess, Professor Emeritus of Biology, has recently published a 235-page coffee table-type book titled A Perfectly 
Ordinary Paradise: An Intimate View of Life on Brawley Creek.  The book uses digital photos taken by John and text 
written by him to capture the essence of the flora and fauna of the area where he and his wife live.  

 

 

 

 

 

Activities of Members 
Marilyn Grechus, Professor Emerita of Health 
Education, writes, “We had planned on doing more 
State-side traveling after we retired, but that really hasn’t 
happened.  Between my husband and I, we’ve had 3 
joints replaced plus several other surgeries; then COVID 
hit.  That has slowed everything down.  The only 
positive to the COVID in 6 months, I couldn’t have gone 
anywhere anyway!  Thankfully, that’s all behind me!  I 
have pastored our church for the past 4 years, which has 
also slowed down any thoughts of traveling. But, as time 
goes by, I’m hoping that we can get away and go 
somewhere.  I attend our local ministerial association 
and am VP and newsletter editor of our local Church 
Women United group.  In my spare time, I keep busy 
playing in my garden.  This summer has been a great one 
for cucumbers and cantaloupe!  And I’m looking 
forward to my kiwi and pomegranates producing in the 
next couple of years.  We’ll see what happens.  All in all, 
I’m enjoying retirement.  I’m definitely keeping busy!”  

John Haydu, Professor Emeritus of Art, writes, “For 
three weeks in July, we were overjoyed to be visited by 
our daughter and two granddaughters who live in 
Kalgoorlie, Western Australia. Our weekends were spent 
at such places as the Great Wolf Lodge in Kansas, a trip 
to St. Louis, with a ride to the top of the Arch, as well as 
engaging in numerous other adventures that delighted 
the two young girls. Emma (9) and Gracie (7) also got to 
meet relatives they had not seen since they were both 

toddlers. After their departure, the grandparents relaxed 
with a much-needed rest.” 

Allen Iske, Emeritus Professor of Safety Sciences, 
writes, “Hi. Last year was a busy and somewhat fun 
year.  We mainly stayed low due to the virus but did get 
to visit with our children and grandchildren more. Still 
doing all the right steps to provide for health and safety. 
My wife, Mary, and I shared our 49th Anniversary 
recently.  We try to spend time with our families and our 
grandsons in their activities or life. My wife, daughter 
and I traveled with our second son’s family to Colorado 
and then to Moab, Utah.  We did a car trip in a caravan 
type for health concerns and minimized our indoor 
times.  The time with one son and wife as well as two 
grandsons was wonderful.  Moab Arches National Park 
is amazing.  Very hot and very busy.  First time that I 
ever knew National Parks to close due to too many 
visitors.  The park is huge, but you had to be there early 
to get into parking lots.  All the rock formations over 
time are just amazing and so beautiful.  My wife, 
daughter and I took a small fall trip to Estes Park, CO, to 
enjoy the mountains.  Estes Park was packed and again 
had no space for cars to park and turned people around.  
Could not believe that in October, the town was so busy 
with people and families of children shopping and 
restaurants had such long wait times.  Still enjoyed 
God’s creation of beautiful mountains.  One day there 
was a snowstorm and then two days later there were 



warm temperatures.  We plan a trip North to Duluth and 
the Amana Colonies this fall.  Perhaps a repeat to 
Colorado if possible.  My daughter continued to get over 
a knee injury and surgery, and she has now successfully 
recovered. That is a blessing.  She worked hard in 
therapy.  I was one author with several colleagues to 
publish a chapter in a new version of a reference book in 
our Industrial Hygiene and Occupational Health and 
Safety field.  I continued my work with an accreditation 
board for my 15th year.  I also became the Chair of the 
AIHA Scholarship Advisory Committee, which provides 
guidance and reviews of applications for student 
scholarship awards on a national and somewhat 
international basis.  These activities have kept me busy.  
My professional certifications came due at the end of 
2021, so time has been spent renewing my certifications.  
I have been recertified now for another 4 years.  I remain 
active with my Catholic Men Meetings and sessions in 
order to grow in spirit beyond just education.  Wishing 
everyone continued health and happiness after many 
years of service and dedication to education and the 
university.” 

John Prince, Professor of Safety Sciences, writes, “Still 
holding forth in Joplin. I am probably the only person in 
this town that regularly flies a UCM Mules banner. Jan 
is busy in her quilt studio and still can travel and go to 
quilting events and meetings. I am recovering from a 
Corneal transplant and have a second scheduled in 
October. Still working on my junk cars and the house. 
Am still active as a consultant for various plaintiff’s 
attorneys and consequently doing a bit of research for 
testimony. Afraid I have not published anything in quite 
a while but am happy and so far, healthy and active after 
22 years of retirement.  My best.”  

Art Tees, Professor Emeritus of Theatre, writes, “My 
wife of 69 years, Doris, died on July 2, 2020, from 
frontal lobe dementia after a three-year decline. I miss 
her daily over two years later, but that’s life. During 
most of her illness I was able to care for her at home; 
since then, I have traveled to North Dakota, Colorado 
and California visiting my three siblings. Besides that, I 
have kept busy at a local Lutheran Church we attended, 
designing and helping install a 12-camera security 
system, then working with others on a Zoom system that 
has grown to three computers, four cameras, and five 
microphones along with control equipment for them. I 
also support their computer network.  It gets me out of 
an empty house and is good grief therapy. Best wishes to 
all at UCM.” 

Doug Thomas, Professor of Educational Leadership, 
retired December 2021. As a recent retiree, Doug has 
been spending much more time with his six 

grandchildren, who live in southern Missouri and eastern 
Illinois.  Doug and his spouse, Debbie, will be heading 
to Sweden in September to visit Ralph Granberg and 
five Swedish educators who had visited UCM in 2017.  
Doug and Debbie hosted two of the educators at their 
home, and joined the group for dinners, school tours, and 
campus activities.  Ralph has organized castle and 
museum tours in Stockholm, Orebro, Melmo, and 
Copenhagen. Ralph Granberg has been an international 
connection for UCM for over 20 years. He has made 
numerous trips to campus, as well as organized and 
hosted trips by faculty and students to Sweden. Doug 
and Debbie are looking forward to visiting Sweden and 
renewing old friendships. 

Stephen Walker, Librarian Emeritus, writes, “I 
continue to succumb to wanderlust. In the Spring I went 
on a Road Scholar to Chattanooga, where I rode several 
choo-choos, visited the Civil War battlefield of 
Chickamauga, went to a fine aquarium, and enjoyed 
other stuff.  Going across the Atlantic I toured Sicily and 
Malta, the latter memorable in a bad way because the 
day before my flight home I had to take a mandatory 
COVID test, which proved positive; so, I was required to 
stay an extra week on the island. One compensation: the 
Mediterranean was a ten-minute walk away from my 
hotel, so I did a number of seaside strolls along a 
beautiful coast. In the summer I toured both Montreal 
and Quebec City. Overseas I did some hiking in the Alps 
around Mont Blanc, going to around 6,000 feet, and our 
group took a cable car above the snow line at 12,000 feet 
where there were fine views of various peaks. In 
Providence, R.I., I again attended a biennial conference 
celebrating the writer H.P. Lovecraft and the genre of the 
weird. I added a day trip by ferry to Newport, R.I., 
though I missed seeing its most famous sites, the 
mansions. After the conference I took a train to Boston, 
where I visited Paul Revere’s house and other 
Revolutionary War places I had so far overlooked.



In Remembrance 
Pat Ashman, Professor Emerita of History, died July 
28.  A St. Louis native, Pat received her B.A. from 
Webster University, and her M.A. and Ph.D. from St. 
Louis University.  After coming to UCM in 1968 as an 
assistant professor, Dr. Ashman became a full professor 
21 years later and retired in 1998.  During her tenure, she 
designed and established the Women’s Studies Program 
in 1985, was program coordinator for seven years and 
spent two years as interim director from 1995 to 1997. 
Dr. Ashman also established a student organization 
called Women’s Scholars at Central and served for seven 
years as its faculty advisor. She remained active with 
Women’s Studies after her retirement, in addition to 
serving in leadership positions within the university’s 
Emeriti Association, including a stint as the editor of the 
Emeriti Newsletter.  One of her colleagues, Catherine 
Hodge McCoid, writes, “I felt so sorry to learn of Pat 
Ashman’s death. Pat was one of the finest people I have 
ever known in my life—strong, courageous, and loving. 
A fine historian, she was a wonderful and careful teacher 
and scholar, who was the major force in developing the 
Women’s Studies program on our campus.”  

Bennie Wayland Edmondson died May 18, 2022. He 
loved growing up on a family farm and dreamed of 
having his own. After graduating from high school in 
1952 he enrolled at MU to study agriculture, but after 
entering the United States Air Force, he was stationed in 
the Finance Office at the newly formed Air Force 
Academy in Denver, Colorado. In 1955, he married Lela 
Eubanks. Ben eventually finished his degree in 
accounting at Southwest Missouri State College.  He and 
Lela lived in Colorado for the next 20 years before 
moving back to Missouri. They raised their family in 
Warrensburg while Ben served in the business office  
at UCM. 

Lela Edmondson, wife of Emeritus Bennie Wayland 
Edmondson, died May 5.  Lela May Eubanks 
Edmondson was born in 1934 on a small farm near 
Exeter, Missouri.  After she entered Midway High 
School, she met Bennie in 1951, and they graduated 
together with the Class of 1952. In August of 1952 Lela 
enrolled at Southwest Missouri State College, and she 
graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary 
Education in just three years. Over the years after 
marrying Bennie (Ben) in 1955, Lela followed him in his 
career, and taught elementary grades or supervised the 
school libraries in Denver, Colorado; Aurora, Colorado; 
Springfield, Missouri; Durango, Colorado; and 
Warrensburg. 

Charles Edward Gilbert, Professor Emeritus of 
Secondary Education, died Sept. 11 at Harry S. Truman 
Memorial Veterans’ Hospital in Columbia.  Known by 
many of his family members, friends and co-workers as 
“Gil,” he moved to Warrensburg in 1952 to begin his 
higher education. He left briefly to spend four years in 
the U.S. Navy, then returned to complete bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees here at Central. After graduation, Gil 
taught social sciences at Cameron High School, then 
returned to his alma mater in 1962 to accept a position as 
a high school teacher at the university’s lab school. 
When the lab school closed in 1976, he went on to 
pursue his doctoral degree at Oklahoma State University 
while continuing teaching students in the College of 
Education until 2000. Dr. Gilbert retired that year as a 
professor emeritus of secondary education after 38 years 
of service. 

Thomas (Tom) Gladsky, Professor Emeritus of 
English, died March 30. He joined the English 
department at UCM in 1978, and later assumed the role 
of interim dean of Graduate Studies before moving on to 
new endeavors in 1995. Gladsky attended Bloomsburg 
State Teachers College, working at factory jobs to 
support himself along the way. After graduating in 1962 
with bachelor’s degrees in History and English 
Education, he became a high school teacher and 
basketball coach. Later, Gladsky earned his master’s 
degree in English from the University of Arizona at 
Tucson and his Ph.D. in American Literature from the 
University of North Carolina-Greensboro. Over the 
years, Tom developed a deep interest in his Polish roots 
and won a Fulbright fellowship to teach at Maria Curie-
Sklodowska University in Lublin, Poland, in 1980. He 
later wrote literary criticism exploring Polish ethnicity, 
including “Something of My Very Own to Say: 
American Women Writers of Polish Descent,” which he 
wrote with his wife, Rita (who died February 21), a 1991 
alumna who taught in UCM’s English department. 

Martha Lynn Griggs, widow of Professor Emeritus of 
History Guy Griggs, died February 28 in St. Louis. Born 
in El Dorado, Arkansas, she married Guy, her childhood 
sweetheart, in 1958. They moved to Warrensburg in 
1969, and she left the town in 2016, two years after 
Guy’s death.  After earning her college degrees at what 
is now UCM, Martha for many years taught accounting 
at State Fair Community College.   

Richard Holden, Professor Emeritus of Criminal 
Justice, died on June 8 in Lee’s Summit. In 1980, Dr. 
Holden came to work at UCM and became chair of the 
Department of Criminal Justice the following year. In 
addition to his department leadership role and teaching 
more than 20 classes throughout his tenure, he had 
administrative duties as director of the National Police 



Institute, which provided training on campus for law 
enforcement officers across the nation. A prolific 
researcher, he was involved in several book projects, and 
his work outside of campus sometimes took him to 
places such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
National Academy in Quantico, Virginia, to provide 
training in areas such as anti-terrorism and homeland 
security. Having attained a national reputation as an 
expert on topics such as threat assessment and 
international terrorism, Dr. Holden retired from UCM  
in 2004.  

Charles Keseman, Professor Emeritus of Graphics, died 
January 31.  Born December 5, 1936, on a farm near 
Lincoln, Missouri, Charles began his education in a one-
room rural school and continued at Lincoln High School 
and what is now UCM.  He earned his Doctor of 
Education degree at MU.  After briefly teaching 
Industrial Arts in Raytown public schools, he came to 
UCM, where he taught graphics for 37 years.  During his 
time here, Charles was the first recipient of the T.R. 
Gaines Outstanding Faculty Award and received the 
1993 Byler Distinguished Professor Award.  That same 
year the State of Missouri honored him with the 
Governor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching. 

William (Bill) Ketcherside, Professor Emeritus of 
Psychology, died August 14. Born in Desloge, Missouri, 
Bill graduated from Flat River Junior College in 1951 
and after serving in the U. S. Navy, from Southeast 
Missouri State in 1963 with a B. S. in Education.  After 
teaching social studies in several high schools, Bill 
moved to Columbia, where he attended MU on an 
NDEA fellowship, graduating in 1963 with a Ph.D. in 
educational psychology.  Then after teaching at the 
University of Arizona and MU Rolla, he came to UCM 
in 1967 as the first chairman of the newly formed 
Department of Psychology, a position he held for eight 
years. While here, he was very active in the community 
and held leadership positions in state and national 
professional associations. In 1985, while serving as 
president of the Missouri Counseling Association, he 
was greatly responsible for the passage of legislation 
requiring professional counselors in the state to be 
licensed.  For two terms, Bill was on the state counseling 
licensure board to implement the law, and he was 
involved in the formation of the American Association 
of State Counseling Boards, where he then served 
several years as Executive Director. He retired from 
UCM in 1992.  

Jesse George Lee, Emeriti staff member, passed away at 
his home in Knob Noster, on June 20.  He was a 12-year 
member of the United States Air Force who achieved the 
rank of Staff Sergeant, having spent time on military 
tours in Germany and Vietnam. His military training as 

an electrician was utilized at Whiteman Air Force and 
later UCM, where he served for 16 years before retiring 
in April 2022. While working for the university, he also 
assisted in events such as the Trading Moon Pow Wow, 
an intertribal presentation conducted on several 
occasions at the Student Recreation and Wellness Center 
to honor and share Native American culture. 

Edwin James (Ed) Quistorff, Professor Emeritus of 
Music, died April 30.  Born in Ashland, Wisconsin, Ed 
attended Northland College there before transferring to 
DePaul University, where he received a Master of Music 
degree at Northwestern.  After teaching vocal music in 
the high school and junior college in Ironwood, 
Michigan, where he met and married his wife, Lynda, Ed 
returned to Northwestern and completed his Doctor of 
Music degree.  While studying, he was employed by the 
piano tuner on campus, learned the trade, and became a 
registered technician with the Piano Technicians’ Guild. 
The Quistorffs moved to Warrensburg in 1971 after Ed 
accepted a position in the music department at UCM.  
Until his retirement in 2000, he taught voice, produced 
and directed an annual opera or musical comedy, and 
performed a solo recital yearly.  He was a member of the 
National Opera Association and National Association of 
Teachers of Singing.  He served as state and regional 
director in both groups.  He also was a member of the 
Warrensburg Area Music Teachers’ Association and 
played in the Warrensburg Recorder Consort.  As a 
member of Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Ed served as 
cantor, organist/pianist and periodically as choir director.  
After his retirement in 2000, he remained very active 
with the university community.  His support for UCM 
voice students continues through the Quistorff Aria 
Prize, and he will be especially remembered by emeriti.  
For several years he led carol singing for the group in 
their December coffees in the Union atrium and was also 
a member of the Executive Committee of the emeriti 
organization. 

Caroline “Carol” Rietbrock, widow of Professor 
Emeritus of Elementary Education Fred Rietbrock, died 
August 2 in Warrensburg.  A Wisconsin native, Carol 
met Fred in 1949 while on summer break from teaching 
in Branden, Wisconsin.  They married in 1950 and were 
man and wife for 70 years, until Fred’s death two years 
ago.  Carol taught Business Education in a variety of 
schools including Knob Noster High and East Pakistan.  

Nancy Walters, Professor Emerita of Psychology & 
Counselor Education, died June 2 in Tempe, AZ.  Born 
in 1927, Nancy graduated from Greencastle Indiana 
High School and received her B.A. from DePauw and 
Ph.D. from Indiana University.  After teaching at several 
Indiana high schools, she was a Professor of Psychology 
and Counseling at UCM for almost 30 years. While here, 



she also worked part time as a psychologist at Whiteman 
AFB and West Central Missouri Mental Health.  

Ernestine Westerhold, a longtime public-school 
teacher, UCM employee and alumna, died Tuesday, 
Aug. 9.  After growing up in Bates City, where she 
graduated from high school, Ernestine went on to study 
at UCM, where she earned a master’s degree. She 
initially taught at Starr School, a one-room schoolhouse, 
and also taught elementary students at Sugar Creek and 
Centerview, the same community where she and her 
husband, who preceded her in death, purchased a farm in 
1957. Ernestine came to work for UCM on July 9, 1985. 
She retired on Aug. 31, 2017, after serving as Library 
Assistant V. 

Miles Williams, professor emeritus of political science, 
died on Sept. 2 in North Port, Florida.  A dedicated 
classroom teacher and scholar, Miles retired in 2004 
after serving the university for 31 years.  He began his 
professional career at Central in 1972 as an assistant 
professor in the Department of Political Science and 
Geography. He was promoted to associate professor in 
1978 and became a full professor in 1984, then chair of 
the department in 2002. Before joining the university, he 
answered U.S. President John F. Kennedy’s call for 

Peace Corps volunteers, giving him an opportunity to 
travel to Colombia, where he also developed an interest 
in international politics, particularly in Latin America. 
He traveled internationally during his career as an 
educator and made numerous paper presentations before 
groups such as the International Studies Association, 
Missouri Political Science Association, and Midwest 
Association for Latin American Studies.  

James (Jim) Wilson, Professor Emeritus of Speech 
Pathology, passed away on May 13 in Lee’s Summit 
after battling a long illness. Known by his friends and 
colleagues for his sense of humor, wealth of knowledge, 
and his love for teaching, he joined UCM in September 
1977 and retired in August 2010. During his tenure, he 
initially served as an assistant professor of speech and 
pathology and climbed the faculty ranks to become a 
professor of speech pathology, followed by service as 
professor of communication disorders, a position he held 
at the time of his retirement. 
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