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Sauer Guest Artist Series Provides Dialect Instructor for UCM Student Actors 
 

WARRENSBURG, Mo. (Feb. 18, 2014) —  The Meridith Harmon Sauer Guest Artist Series provided 

University of Central Missouri theatre students with an opportunity to be coached by Paul Meier, an 

internationally known dialect expert, for their production of Kindertransport. Set in 1939, Kindertransport tells 

the story of Eva, one of the nearly 10,000 unaccompanied Jewish children who escaped Germany on trains 

heading for the freedom of Britain. 

Because of weather conditions, Meier used the social media tool, Skype, to teach the students how to 

speak eight different German and English regional dialects for the production.  

Meier is a professor at the University of Kansas in Lawrence, where he also is head of voice in the 

theatre department. He has mentored actors in multiple theatre productions and films and is a voice-over artist 

for many commercials and audio books. In 1999 he worked as a dialect and dialogue coach for all 77 speaking 

roles in the popular film, Ride with the Devil, an Ang-Lee directed film about the Civil War in Missouri. 

 “Paul Meier’s guidance greatly impacted the production by giving the actors insight into how their 

characters would speak, not just dialect, but developing a character through voice. This show would not be 

where it is without Paul,” said student assistant director Taylor Jennings.  

Meier’s expertise was brought to UCM, thanks to the Meridith Harmon Sauer Guest Artist Series. 

Funded through a gift to the UCM Foundation, the series is named for 1997 Central Missouri speech 

communication and theatre education alumna Meridith Harmon Sauer of Warrensburg, Mo. The series brings  
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nationally and regionally recognized theatre artists and educators to campus to work hand-in-hand with UCM 

students and faculty. Meier is one of four artists brought to campus during the 2013-2014 seasons.  

Meier isn’t the only element making Kindertransport unique. UCM Professor Wendy Geiger’s 

contemporary communication class created the “moving imager”’ design that will correspond with the actors 

during the performance. Director Julie Rae Mollenkamp’s hope is for the images to instill in the audience the 

multiple themes found throughout the performance. 

“As a photographer I look for things in images that untrained eyes may not think about. I am excited to 

see all of our hard work pay off,” said contemporary communication student, Andrew Mather.  

The production will perform Feb. 19-23 in the James L. Highlander theatre. Tickets can be purchased 

online or from the box office. Admission is $7 for students; $10 for faculty, staff, senior citizens and military; 

and $12 for the general public.  

For more information about Kindertransport, visit http://www.ucmo.edu/theatre/. 
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