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UCM Foundation Funds Equipment for KMOS-TV New Student Transmedia Lab 
 

WARRENSBURG, Mo. (March 20, 2016) — Founded in fall 2015, Red Digital Studios is a  
new transmedia learning lab for University of Central Missouri students, thanks to funding support from  
KMOS PBS, a UCM Foundation Opportunity Grant, and a College of Arts, Humanities, and Social 
Sciences High Impact Learning Opportunity Grant. The studio’s first projects are set to premiere this summer.  

Projects underway include a documentary film about the Department of Music’s 2016 performance in 
New York City’s Carnegie Hall and “Only in CAHSS,” a series of web shorts featuring interesting happenings 
in the College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences.  

 “Transmedia or multiplatform storytelling concepts are cutting edge. We know of only two other 
universities in the nation that offer such programs,” said Phil Hoffman, Ed.D., KMOS general manager and 
director of Broadcast Services. He noted the station is creating this inclusive area, available 24/7, for students 
to produce stories that cover the station’s broadcast footprint of 37 mid-Missouri counties.  

“KMOS has a long tradition as an excellent place for students in media majors to get engaged work 
experience. This project expands on that legacy by providing more access to content creation workstations and 
more ‘open’ time for students to work.” He added they are grateful to the UCM Foundation for the grant to 
establish the studio and to donors’ gifts that ultimately provided the funding. 

Since starting the Opportunity Grant Program three years ago, the Foundation has authorized $98,583 
for innovative ideas that faculty and staff have to improve students’ learning experiences. Among the 14 
projects funded this fiscal year are an aerial drone for communications, masculinity sensitivity training, West 
African drums, a “flipped” classroom and research into Missouri’s state aquatic animal, the paddlefish. The 
UCM Foundation is a nonprofit organization that raises, manages and distributes resources in support of UCM 
and its students. Learn more at ucmo.edu/foundation. 

For more about the Red Digital Studios, contact Hoffman at 660-543-4155 or hoffman@ucmo.edu. 
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